Intrapleural Therapy for Empyema in the Setting of a Bronchopleural Fistula: A Novel Use of an Intrabronchial Valve.
Postsurgical empyema with bronchopleural fistula can be difficult to manage. We present a patient with postoperative empyema with bronchopleural fistula who was successfully treated nonoperatively by placing an intrabronchial valve to address the bronchopleural fistula, which allowed for safe administration of intrapleural fibrinolytics and antibiotics for definitive treatment of the empyema. Although the presence of a bronchopleural fistula is considered a contraindication to the administration of intrapleural tissue plasminogen activator and deoxyribonuclease, this case demonstrates a novel use of the intrabronchial valve that allowed these medications to be used.